The Greenleaf Branch 



By the Fulghum Sisters. 
1 1 a Grey Lake "Shug", Hilda Marie, Edna Grace and Martha Raye 
Source: Yvonne Knapp. Photos added by Bronson Gardner. 

Sunday School -Mt Olive 




Stephen Henry Price 



The history of the Greenleaf Branch in Goldsboro, North Carolina 
starts with missionaries during the period between 1896 and 1900 when 
approximately 100 people joined the Church. The missionaries began 
visiting in the homes around Goldsboro in 1900. The Elders first held 
Sunday School in a rented storehouse. The first Sunday School to be 
organized in Wayne County was called the Union Sunday School that 
was located near Mt Olive. This Sunday School was re-organized on the 
8 th of November 1896. On June 6, 1897 the Sunday School was re- 
organized with Stephen Henry Price, as Superintendent. The Elders 
first held Sunday School in a rented storehouse. Later the members 
held meetings in their homes. 



Samuel Birchard Fulghum 

On May 5, 1910 a Sunday School was organized in Goldsboro with Samuel Birchard 
Fulghum as Superintendent. Samuel was the son of Stephen Henry Price. On July 
14, 1911, Andrew D Mooring donated a tract of land in his peach orchard. A 
meetinghouse was constructed that same year. My mother wrote of her 
memories of attending church as a small girl. She said, "I had the privilege of 
hearing my grandfather give sermons, not talks back then and very strong. Also, 
my Dad was a dynamic speaker and traveled over many parts of North Carolina 
holding Cottage Meetings and taking food and clothing to the less fortunate/' 
When Samuel B. Fulghum became Branch President he went around to meet with 
members visiting the sick and blessing babies that were born to members often 
with the help of the missionaries. On Sunday at 10:00 am was Sunday School and 
then Cottage Meeting where the members that could not get in to the city and 
lived in the remote areas were visited, then went back home and went back to 
church at 7:00 at night. Cottage Meetings were like a Sacrament Meeting with the 
sacrament, speakers and singing. 

During the early years Stephen H. Price was an avid leader in the Goldsboro 
Branch. He was the Presiding Elder of this area and was revered by the members in 
this locality. He had a gift of healing and was referred to as Preacher Price by all in 
the community. He was often called upon to give priesthood blessing to members 
and non- members around the area. He had a great ability for speaking and often 
called upon to "preach". 
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THE CHAPEL 




The Greenleaf Goldsboro Chapel-branch members around 1935. 

The chapel was located in the Greenleaf area of Goldsboro, North 
Carolina. It was a small building located down an alley with a house on 
both sides of the Chapel. One side was a large home with a nice non- 
member family. The other side was an old run down house where an 
older woman lived. The chapel was built by members and another 
member donated the land. Until the 1950' s there were not many LDS 
chapels in the South. 
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Greenleaf Goldsboro Chapel - mid 1930's 



ft 1 

I K 



ft 



f 



The building was one large room with large curtains that divided the 
classrooms. Because of this we had to speak softly when we were all in 
class. There was a large coal stove in the middle of the room. In the 
winter all tried to gather around it to keep warm. The memories of the 
Fulghum family were about church and activities in the one room 
church. The memories of the weekly meetings are full of 
remembrances of singing and preaching. There were lots of friendships 
and relationships that few still remain from those days, in that one room 
building off of Brick Bat Alley Road. We learned to respect the teachers 
who were our friends and neighbors and fellow church members, some 
being a little older than we were. The members were humble people 
and the lessons that were taught were thoughtful and spiritual. 
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Favorite Memory 

A favorite memory of the Fulghum sister happened on one Sunday trip 
to visit some members out in the country, my mother recounted: "I 
remember going with our father, my two sisters and another friend of 
my sister's. It was early in the morning and still a little dark. My dad was 
driving on the hard surface of the road and suddenly came to the end of 
the hard surface and hit a gravel road. The car rolled down a steep 
embankment rolled over and landed upright. I don't think anyone was 
hurt except for a light cut on my arm. We were blessed and protected in 
our travel that day." 




Christine Epps - Lifelong friend of lla Grey "Shug" Fulghum. Christine 
was the friend in the car when it rolled. 
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Charles A. Callis 



In 1911, 1914, 1916 and periodically thereafter, Goldsboro was the site 
of State wide conferences. These were large district conferences that 
were held in the Goldsboro where LDS Saints would travel from great 
distances and would spend the day. This was a two day meeting held on 
Saturday and Sunday. Most of the Saturday meetings were taken up 
with the Elders meeting. These conferences were presided over by 
Mission Presidents Ben E Rich and Charles A Callis. These meetings were 
highly spiritual and well attended with about 500 people attending for 
the two days from all over the state. 
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CONFERENCE DINNER 




Conference Dinner- Greenleaf Chapel, Goldsboro, mid 1930's 

Two meetings were held on Sunday, one in the morning with a break at noon. This 
was the time for lunch and everyone brought dishes to share. Two benches were 
taken outside and pushed together where the food was placed. Everyone would 
gather around and tried to place themselves in front of their favorite dish, knowing 
who the cook was. After the blessing was said our hands went straight to our 
favorite food. I can remember seeing ladies making sandwiches with sliced bread 
and bologna. We would go for the country ham, butter beans and fried pies. We 
liked the homemade fried chicken, potato salad, and desserts. 

The food was very good and a favorite part of the conference. There were also 
dishes that you did not want to eat. One example was from a dear sister that 
would always cook collard greens. The sad part was that she had bad eyesight and 
rarely washed the collard leaves and could not see the worms to pick them off 
before cooking the greens. This led to grit and maybe a worm or two. After 
eating, the benches were taken back inside and we sat through the next session. 
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The Missionaries Were Helpful 




Missionaries helping at a member's farm 
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Elder Gilbert McLean helping with a member's car- 1942. 
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Missionary Photo 

The missionaries were very helpful and respected in this little branch. 
They were Elders and Sisters that were dedicated to the missionary work 
in our area. They performed a great work in spreading the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and in strengthening the church. The missionaries stayed in 
the homes of the members. They traveled from town to town or place 
to place. The members fed them, we fed lots of missionaries. The sister 
missionaries held Primary. There were not a lot of kids that could 
attend, so lots of moms with kids would attend and some neighborhood 
children. 
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Sunday Meetings 




Glass Sacrament Cups 

On Sundays we sat on wooden benches for the meetings. The 
Sacrament was blessed and passed. The bread was a biscuit broken 
onto a small place and passed by the priesthood. The water was in a 
drinking glass and passed from one to another. Each one took a small 
sip and passed on to the next. Each Sunday a big basket went home 
with the Fulghum family that contained the sacrament cups and the 
plate. They were washed and dried and put back into the basket to go 
back to church. 

On Fast and Testimony meetings the one conducting the meeting went 
down each row and expected each one to stand up and hear his or her 
testimonies. We also gave 2 Yi minute talks during opening exercises of 
Sunday School. We learned to sing and memorize the hymns, we 
learned to teach at a young age, we taught one another and we had 
branch picnics. We put on plays, had conferences, had Easter Egg hunts 
and Christmas programs. 

Every year there was a big tall Christmas tree in the chapel. It was a big 
pine tree with homemade decorations. There was a program and a gift 
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for every child. The girls got a string of artificial pearls or sometimes a 
powder puff. We would draw names and give each other a gifts that 
were placed on this tree. At the Christmas party a play was put on by 
the members. On Sunday morning before Christmas a special Christmas 
story was reenacted. Someone had to open the curtain and close the 
curtain. The singers sat in a classroom to the side of the podium. There 
was always the singing of Christmas Carols and special ones like "Star of 
Wonder" and "We Three Kings of Orient". 

The Christmas program sometimes included stories that to us were 
funny. A few people would play hymns on the pump organ. Recitations 
were popular. One time I was going to play a song on the organ and 
another girl my age wanted to play and I said I was going to play. Well 
she got very upset and jumped out the window in protest. 




The little girl that protested - Mattie Christine Epps 
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North Carolina Pioneer Beginnings 




™^"e1.?S"?fL'X^ 5 «"IJ8-i928) Elizabeth (Lizzie) Fulgham Price (8om 13 Mar 1848. Died 23 Oct 1928] 



The dedication and service of this family to the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints is a testimony of the generations. Stephen Henry Price 
and his wife Elizabeth Fulghum were baptized in 1897 and my 
grandfather, Samuel B. Fulghum the next year. This is the first 
generation of the "pioneers" of Wayne County, North Carolina. Most of 
the family's activity and social experiences centered around the church, 
the members and the missionaries. Their example, influence and 
testimonies have been felt through generations to their posterity 
through this earthly life and shall go on to the eternities. 

ysk 
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Appendix 

Baptism at Cogdell's Pond - Goldsboro 1942 
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Baptism at Cogdell's pond - Goldsboro, NC 1942 
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Elder McLean with members - Goldsboro 1942 
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R-l Bill Sadler, Joann Gwaltney, Carolyn Malpass, Dolores Sauls 

Betty Rose Gwaltney 
R-2 Libbie Sadler, Virginia Oeltney, Martha Gwaltney, Mary Efcps 

Annie Morgan, Frank ie Gwaltney 
R-3 Paul Sadler, Carl Malpass, Mildred Malpass holding Carl Edwin 

Bertie E£ps, Sara Dean Gwaltney, Lucille Blackman, 

Isabelle Gwaltney 
R-4 Cullen Gwaltney, Rudolph Gwaltney 



Members of the Greenleaf Branch, Goldsboro, NC mid to late 1930's. 
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Members of the LDS Greenleaf Branch in Goldsboro, North Carolina, 
Around 1930. 
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Goldsboro LDS Chapel - Built around 1950 




E:\_New\Goldsboro\The Greenleaf BranchJIIustrated.docx 



Goldsboro Chapel -1991 
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